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unites with me in best respects to yourself, Mrs. Cooper,
and the family; and thanking you for all your great kind-
ness to us, I remain

ever, my dear Sir,

your most obedient servant

Joseph Ransom
To J. Fenimore Cooper, Esqr., Cooperstown

TO CAPTAIN CONNER, WASHINGTON

Otsego Hall, Cooperstown, Nov. 7, 1841
Dear Conner,

You will find your berth as Commissioner no sinecure,
if I am to trouble you with my commissions. However,
honour has its penalty as well as dishonour, and, so, here
goes. I have a nephew who is desirous of getting a berth
with some captain, or commodore, as his clerk. He com-
menced life as a sailor, and has already been seven years
at sea, three of them with Shubrick and Wilkinson, as
their clerk. He left the latter because the surgeon told
him to quit the West Indies. He writes a good hand, and,
without being a genius, he is a steady, diligent, honest
good fellow. Morally there is no cause to complain of
him, for he has not been sent to sea to tame, but because
his mother made a bad second match, and ruined him and
his brothers.

Now all I want to trouble you with is to find out what
ships are likely soon to be put into commission, and who
is to have them, Of course I ask no secrets, but only
early information of what anybody may have for asking.
The Home Squadron must be fitted, and I hear Nichol-
son is to have it. Where is he, and is this known to be
true*? Any captain, however, would do as well as a com-
cess, and make you to triumph over all your enemies; and
